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POKER
HOW TO PLAY



What is used in the game?
 
All poker versions in the casino are played with decks of 52 
cards. The order of the suits is not relevant.

Who plays against whom?

Guests only play against each other. The game is led by the 
dealer.

How much is bet?

There are minimum and maximum bets established by limits. 
Each player must bet the minimum stake to join the game.

Who wins?

The aim of the game is to win the pot – either with the best 
combination of five cards at the end of the game or if all your 
opponents fold. The game of poker has no win advantage for 
the bank. Generally speaking, the winnings and losses depend 
on the number of people playing against each other and the 
tactics of all the players.

Our staff are always happy to receive a tip (tronc) from the 
player who wins the pot. Thank you in advance and good luck!

Things you should know

Poker is without a doubt the most popular and one of the most exciting 
card games in the world. However, luck is not the only thing 

you need to be successful when playing poker.

Bluffing and interpreting your opponent’s tactics are at least just as 
important. The sum in the pot is of no particular importance.

Fancy a quick game? Just let us know.  
We’ll be happy to explain how everything works.

Your poker team

Welcome!



Hold’em is the general term for poker versions where five 
cards are dealt face up in the centre of the table (community 
cards or board cards), which each player may then use to 
form their poker hand.

Each player is dealt two cards face down (hole cards) and a 
total of five community cards (the board) are dealt face up in 
the centre of the table for all players.

The aim of the game is to create the best five-card combi-
nation out of the player’s hole cards and the five community 
cards.

Texas Hold’em

In the casino, a member of staff known as the dealer runs 
the game. The dealer button is passed to a guest each round, 
showing they are representing the dealer position. After every 
game, the dealer button passes to the next player on the left.

The first two players after the dealer button then place their 
bets, which are known as blinds. There is a small blind and a 
big blind.

The small blind is generally half of the big blind; however, the 
small blind may also be just as high as the big blind.

The first player to the left of the dealer button places the 
small blind and the second player the big blind before the 
cards are dealt.

Playing Texas Hold’em

The first betting round
The player after the big blind is up first and has the following 
options: They may:
a) fold (throw their hands into the centre)
b) call (bet the same amount as the big blind) or
c) raise (increase the bet within the applicable limits)

The remaining players in turn now also have these options. 
Once all players have had their turn, the first betting round is 
over and the dealer places three cards face up in the centre of 
the table, known as the “flop”.

A second betting round follows
The first active player (= a player still with cards) after the 
dealer button must go first in this and all subsequent betting 
rounds. They may:
a) fold b) check or c) raise
The following players can:
a) fold b) check (if the player before has checked)
c) call or d) raise
Once all players have had their turn, the dealer places a fourth 
board card in the centre, known as the “turn”.

A third betting round follows 
The players proceed as in the second round. Once the third 
round is over, the dealer places the fifth and last card, known 
as the “river”. 

And the fourth and last betting round
The players proceed as in the second betting round. This is 
followed by the showdown, where all remaining active players 
show their cards. The dealer decides on the basis of the hole 
cards and the community cards which hand has won. If multi-
ple players have the same hand, the pot is split.

The game is over
The dealer pushes the dealer button to the next player on the 
left and a new game can begin.



Order of poker hands from 
lowest to highest

01 High card 
The card with the highest 
value out of five cards that  
do not make a hand

02 Pair 
Two cards with the  
same value

03 Two pairs 
Two different pairs

04 Three of a kind 
Three cards with the  
same value

05 Straight 
Sequence of five cards in 
increasing value and not in  
the same suit

06 Flush 
Five cards in the same suit  
but not in a sequence

07 Full house 
Three of a kind and a pair

08 Poker 
Four cards with the  
same value

09 Straight flush 
Sequence of five cards in 
increasing value and in the 
same suit

10 Royal flush 
Sequence from ten to ace  
in the same suit



Spielbank Bremen 
Entrance as of 18 years of age – Please remember to bring your pass-

port or ID card! Gambling can be addictive. If you need help in Germany, 
please contact the Federal Centre for Health Education (BZgA) on 0800 
1372700 (Mon. to Thurs. 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Fri. to Sun. 10:00 a.m. 

to 6:00 p.m.) or visit www.check-dein-spiel.de.
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